GEORGE  BERNARD   SHAW
did not give humorous interviews to the contemporary
press. His name was known only to a few English-
men of his time, while that of Shaw is known to
millions. But because he gave his message seriously,
treating the race of men as his equals, his message was
received seriously and well. Because he did not
believe that thought rules the world, but that thought
must follow the grain of action, his thought has been
more world-creating than that of any single man.
Not only has it called into existence a new civilisation
over a sixth of the world's surface, but in all other
countries all revolutionary elements are oriented round
Marx's thought; all contemporary politics are of
significance only in so far as they are with Marx or
against him.
It is no answer to say that Marx's is a greater intel-
lect than Shaw's. Doubtless if Shaw had been Mao:
he would have been Marx. No one has devised a
standard for measuring intellects in themselves, since
intellects do not exist in themselves, but only in their
overt mentation. Shaw and Marx were both men of
keen intellect, as evidenced in their writings, and both
were aware, from experience, of the breakdown of
greedy bourgeois soaal relations; but the mind of
one was able to leap forward to the future, the other
is prisoned always in the categories of the bourgeois-
dom it despises. Because Shaw gave his message
condescendingly and flippantly, treating the race of
men as his inferiors, his message has been much read
and little noted, and the message itself betrays all the
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